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RECOVERY ACT MONEY AND YOU
Introduction

• On behalf of the Department of Health and Human Services’ Grants.gov program office, welcome to today’s webinar “Recovery Act Money and You –
Finding a Recovery Act Opportunity on Grants.gov”. I am Michael Pellegrino, I will lead today’s discussion

Ground Rules
• A few ground rules to note before we begin:

• We are recording this webinar for quality assurance purposes AND a copy will be posted on the Grants.gov website for your future reference
• ALL Attendees are in listen-only mode. HOWEVER you can use the question pane to submit text questions to the organizer
• We will also take questions via phone once the presentation concludes
• We will take all the questions and place them w/ the answers on the Grants.gov site w/in the next several days.
• Please note when asking questions; we at Grants.gov are not versed on each opportunity on the site. If you have questions regarding a specific 

opportunity you must contact the Agency PoC listed on each opportunity.   
During This Presentation

• Today we will provide an overview on finding Recovery Act opportunities using the Grants.gov Advanced Search and CFDA Advanced Search to find 
formula and block grant information 

• This is the second webinar of a three part series on finding and applying for Recovery Act funded grants on Grants.gov
• During “Series 1: Introduction to Grants.gov and the Recovery Act” Participants were provided a high level overview of the Grants.gov Web site and 

information on the Recovery Act and finding Recovery Act grant opportunities on Grants.gov 
• During this series you will learn how to do an advanced search on Grants.gov to find Recovery Act opportunities
• We will also provide information on what can be found on Grants.gov and what is not really available such as Formula/Block grants
• Grants.gov provides a unified and streamlined process to find and apply for all federal grant opportunities
• Grants.gov now features a centralized location to find all grant opportunities and funding information pertaining to the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 or “Recovery Act”
Origin of E-grants Initiative – Grants.gov

• Grants.gov was established in 2002 as part of the President’s management agenda to improve services to the public as a Governmental Resource - E-
grants Initiative, started with Public Law 106-107 which:

• Improved the effectiveness and performance of federal grant programs
• Simplified grant application and reporting requirements
• Initiative cuts across agencies, and is designed to reduce the differences that exist between programs of similar purpose
• Now the federal government's single site for grant-making agencies to publish grant funding opportunities and application packages online
• Enables the grant community, to search for grant opportunities, download, complete and electronically submit applications for the over $500 billion 

worth of awards distributed annually
No Personal Financial Assistance on Grants.gov - Find Resources for Personal Financial Needs

• There is no personal financial assistance available on Grants.gov
• There is no cost to apply for a grant on the site
• If you are seeking personal financial assistance, there are many federal resources available, visit the “Recovery Act Money and You” page:
• Here you will find links to other federal resources such as the USA.gov website where you can find an alphabetical listing of all personal assistance and 

more
Contact Center Information

• Grants.gov has a Contact Center staffed with over 90 Customer Service Representatives (CSRs), CSRs are trained to handle issues related to 
information on Grants.gov and technical issues that deal with the submission of a grant application

• You can call the Contact Center at 1-800-518-4726, Monday – Friday 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Eastern Time or you can reach the Contact Center via 
email at support@grants.gov

• The Contact Center does not answer questions or deal with issues pertaining to a specific grant opportunity. Callers with concerns pertaining to the 
specific opportunity need to contact the Agency Point of Contact listed on the synopsis or cover page of the application
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Recovery Act and 
Grants.gov 

RECOVERY ACT AND GRANTS.GOV - HOMEPAGE
Recovery Act Feature

– Grants.gov now features a central location for all Recovery Act and related resources on the homepage, to visit the 
Recovery Act site just click on the Recovery.gov logo

– Links on the Recovery Act feature include a listing of all Recovery Act related grant opportunities that can be found on 
Grants.gov (click the “View all opportunities” link or Recovery Act Grant Opportunities button

– The “Recovery Money and You” page is the second link listed, it’s an additional resource to find other opportunities 
related to the Recovery Act funds not related to Grants.gov

– The White House Web site is also listed as additional resource for Recovery Act information
– And finally a listing of “Upcoming Webinars” can be accessed by clicking on the “Upcoming Webinars” button.
– This is series two of a three part series of webinars on finding and applying for Recovery Act opportunities

Left Navigation Bar
• Applicant information is available under the For Applicants section in the left navigation, applicants can use the left 

navigation to:
– Find Grant Opportunities, Get Registered with Grants.gov, Track a Submitted Application Package, Find 

Resources to guide you through the steps of the Grants.gov application process
Right Navigation Bar

• There are also helpful “quick” links in the right hand navigation bar
• “Quick” links allow you to quickly navigate to the most commonly used access points and information
• Grants.gov publishes a quarterly newsletter which you may sign-up for using the “Quick Links”
• You can sign-up for alerts on system enhancements, status and other up to the minute information

What’s New at Grants.gov 
• Section, features new and existing information relevant to current program and system status

“Important Notice” - Recovery Act and System Alleviation Notice
• Agencies accepting ARRA applications alternative to Grants.gov:

– CNCS, DoD, DoED, DOE, HUD, DOJ, Treasury, DOT, EPA, NASA, DHS, NSF 
RSS Feed - New and modified opportunity RSS feeds are also available
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Recovery Act and 
Grants.gov 

RECOVERY ACT AND GRANTS.GOV – RECOVERY ACT MONEY AND YOU
New “Recovery Act Money and You” Page

• This page features three areas of resources
• Information to help you determine if your family is eligible for Benefits and Loans
• Links to information on finding business, organization and community funding
And
• Related Recovery Act Information, such as a link to the Recovery.gov site, the Act and other sites 

providing additional Recovery Act information
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Recovery Act and 
Grants.gov 

RECOVERY ACT AND GRANTS.GOV – RECOVERY ACT WEBINAR SERIES
Recovery Act Webinar Series

• You are currently participating in the second of webinar of a three part series on finding and applying for Recovery 
Act grant opportunities on Grants.gov

• Registration for the series is available by clicking the Webinar button on the homepage 
• All webinars are recorded and archived here on Grants.gov after each series is complete: 

http://www.grants.gov/applicants/recovery_webinar.jsp
Series 3: Registration to Submit Recovery Act Opportunities

• Scheduled for Thursday, August 20, 2009 from 3:00 – 4:00 P.M. ET
• Participants will learn about the Grants.gov registration and application submission processes
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Find Recovery Act Opportunities

FIND RECOVERY ACT OPPORTUNITIES – ALL RECOVERY ACT OPPORTUNITIES
All Recovery Act Opportunities

• A listing of all Recovery Act Opportunities is available from the Recovery Act feature on the homepage
– Click the yellow button “Recovery Act Grant Opportunities”

Search Features on Left Navigation Bar
There are multiple ways to search for grant opportunities, including Basic Search, Browse By Category, Browse By Agency and Advanced Search

• Basic Search allows you to enter keywords, a Funding Opportunity Number (FON) or CFDA (Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance) Number 
specific to a particular opportunity

• Browse by Category, provides a listing of different categories to choose from, there is a Recovery category that brings you back to the full 
listing of Recovery Act opportunities (screen shown)

• Browse by Agency, if you are looking for opportunities from a specific grantor agency, you can select the agency from the list
• Advanced Search helps you narrow your search criteria and manage the type of opportunity results displayed for your search, which we will 

discuss further
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Advanced Search

Use the Shift or Ctrl Key to highlight 
more than one option in each box!

FIND RECOVERY ACT OPPORTUNITIES – ADVANCED SEARCH
Advanced Search

• Advanced Search allows you to focus your search , you can search by:
– Funding Activity Category (select Recovery Act category)

–All Categories of Funding Activity/ Agriculture/ Arts (see "Cultural Affairs" in CFDA)/ Business and 
Commerce/ Community Development/ Consumer Protection/ Disaster Prevention and Relief/ 
Education/ Employment, Labor and Training/ Energy/ Environment/ Food and Nutrition/ Health/ 
Housing/ Humanities (see "Cultural Affairs" in CFDA)/ Income Security and Social Services/ 
Information and Statistics/ Law, Justice and Legal Services/ Natural Resources/ Other (see text field 
entitled "Explanation of Other Category of Funding Activity" for clarification)/ Recovery Act/ 
Regional Development/ Science and Technology and other Research and Development/ 
Transportation

– Funding Instrument
–All Funding Instrument Types
–Grant
–Cooperative Agreement
–Other
–Procurement Contract
–Not Available on Grants.gov - Formula and Block Grants (will be discussed briefly later)

– Eligibility
–Public Housing Authorities/ Indian Housing Authority
–Small Business
–Special District Governments
–Unrestricted (i.e. Open to any type of entity previously mentioned)

– Agency/ Sub-Agency
–All Agencies/ Agency for International Development/ Appalachian Regional Commission/ Bureau of 
Reclamation - South Central CA Area Ofc/ Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation/ 
Corporation for National and Community Service/ Department of Agriculture/ Department of 
Commerce/ Department of Defense/ Department of Education/ Department of Energy/ Department 
of Health and Human Services/ Department of Homeland Security/ Department of Housing and 
Urban Development/ Department of Justice/ Department of Labor/ Department of State/ Department 
of Transportation/ Department of Veterans Affairs/ Department of the Interior/ Department of the 
Treasury/ Election Assistance Commission/ Environmental Protection Agency/ General Services 
Administration/Institute of Museum and Library Services/ Institute of Peace/ James Madison 
Memorial Fellowship Foundation/ Japan-United States

– To select multiple categories in each search box, use Shift key or hold down the Control key on your 
keyboard
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Select a Recovery Act 
Grant Opportunity

SELECT A RECOVERY ACT GRANT OPPORTUNITY – SEARCH RESULTS
Recovery Act Search Results

• Once your search query has been entered you receive a Search Results screen (similar to screen displayed, depending on the 
search criteria)

• Ensure you read the synopsis for the opportunity
– The program may encompass more funding areas than what the title of the opportunity implies

• To read the Synopsis click on the “Opportunity Title” which is a hyperlink
Sorting Your Search Query Results

• You may sort your search query results in ascending or descending order by the column headings:
– Close Date
– Opportunity Title
– Agency

•Click on the opportunity of interest to you to view the synopsis and determine whether the opportunity is right for you
–Grants.gov maintains closed opportunities on the site as a resource for the applicant community since some grant opportunities are posted in each 
fiscal year with some adjustments
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Select a Recovery Act 
Grant Opportunity

SELECT A RECOVERY ACT GRANT OPPORTUNITY – SYNOPSIS
Synopsis 

• The opportunity synopsis is summary of grant information from the entire grant opportunity
– Some of the most important information to the applicant is found in the synopsis, such as information on:

Category of Funding Activity
Estimated Total Program Funding 
Award Ceiling

• You may access the  Full Announcement and Application package by using the buttons at the top of the synopsis screen
– Full Announcement shows as the name implies the full announcement and other information the granting agency deems 

relevant to the funding opportunity
– A downloadable application package is accessible by clicking on Application button

• You can search for grant opportunities (download and fill-in a grant application package) before you register with Grants.gov; 
however you must be registered to submit a grant application package

• Registration will be discussed in-depth during “Series 3: Recovery Act Money and You – Get Registered to Apply for 
Recovery Act Opportunities”

– The registration processes is described on the Get Registered page of the website at: 
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/get_registered.jsp

– As we scroll down the synopsis page (next slide)
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Select a Recovery Act 
Grant Opportunity (cont.)

SELECT A RECOVERY ACT GRANT OPPORTUNITY – SYNOPSIS
Synopsis Cont.

• As you scroll down the synopsis page you will see more information about the opportunity such as:
– Eligible Applicants
– Additional Information on Eligibility 
– Agency Name
– Opportunity Description 

• Synopsis offers a written description of the grant, you can see a brief write up below
• The written description helps you determine if this is the proper opportunity for you

Important Note: if you have questions regarding the grant opportunity itself you will need to contact the Agency PoC listed on the 
opportunity and NOT Grants.gov

• Since there are over 2000 grant programs listed on the site Grants.gov (not versed on specific 
opportunities)
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Formula and Block Grants

FORMULA AND BLOCK GRANTS - CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE
Formula and Block Grants on Grants.gov

•There are few formula/ block grants available on Grants.gov (OSHA – Occupational Safety and Health Administration – post formula to 
Grants.gov)
•The majority of the grants on Grants.gov are discretionary grants

Discretionary Grants
•A grant for which the federal grantor agency generally may select the recipient from among all eligible recipients 
•The federal grantor agency may decide to make or not make an award based on the programmatic, technical or scientific content of an 
application 
•The federal grantor agency can also decide the amount of funding to be awarded

Mandatory Grants (Formula/ Block) 
•This type of funding is generally distributed to the states (although this may vary based on the agency)
•Grants awarded to eligible entities through allocation based on the program’s authorizing legislation
•Block grants are a type of formula grant and tend to have only general provisions as to the way it is to be spent in comparison to a 
regular formula grant
•A formula grant is a US federal grant specifying a precise formula in the legislation creating the program
• Formula Grants include quantifiable elements, for example (this varies):

•Population
•Amount of tax effort
•Proportion of population unemployed or below poverty level
•Density of housing
•Or rate of infant mortality 

•Specified formula is a rule that tells potential recipient governments precisely how they can calculate the quantity of aid to which they 
are entitled under the provisions of law (as long as the recipient qualifies for such assistance under the stipulations of the program)
•Generally the formulas are chosen to reflect characteristics related to the purpose of the grant

Examples of Agencies that offer Formula/Block Grants
•Department of Housing and Urban Development (Office Of Community Planning And Development) 

•Community Development Block Grants/Brownfields Economic Development Initiative (14.228)
•Department of Commerce National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) - Habitat Conservation 

•Recovery Act opportunity - To provide grants and cooperative agreements for habitat conservation activities including coastal and 
marine habitat restoration and protection

•OSHA – Occupational Safety and Health Administration
How to Find Formula/Block Grants
•Contact the agency directly to determine where formula and block grant funds were allocated and which programs will be funded

•Some federal agencies do not offer formula or block grants (i.e. NIH)
•The grantor agency point of contact for formula and block grants will be able to give you information on finding additional resources to apply for 
these funds
Visit the CFDA website at CFDA.gov
•You may also visit the CFDA website at CFDA.gov to search for Formula/ Block grants using their advanced search (shown on screen)
•Enter a keyword to do a “Full Text Search” if you are not sure of the exact name of the opportunity

•a search by CFDA number may be done from the search box on the right side of the CFDA homepage
•Select Assistance Type – Formula Grants
•Select your Eligibility (Individual/ Family shown on screen)
•Scroll down the page to select Recovery Act Specific opportunities
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Formula and Block Grants 
(cont.)

ABOUT FORMULA AND BLOCK GRANTS - CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE (cont.)
(Scroll down the page)
•Select “Has Recovery and Reinvestment Act Obligations” to view opportunities listed for Recovery Act
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Formula and Block Grants 
(cont.)

ABOUT FORMULA AND BLOCK GRANTS - CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE – SEARCH RESULTS
Search Results
•Once you have entered your search criteria into the advanced search as previously described the following screen with your search results will 
display
•Since Recovery Act Specific opportunities were selected during the search, only those meeting Recovery Act criteria will display
•The example shown is the Community Development Block Grant ARRA Entitlement Grants (CDBG-R) (Recovery Act Funded) opportunity 
offered by HUD
•To view a synopsis of the opportunity click the “looking glass” icon

•Under this opportunity recipients may undertake a wide range of activities directed toward neighborhood revitalization, economic
development, and provision of improved community facilities and services. 
•Eligibility Requirements (080) – open to Anyone/ General public (housing) (for families from low to moderate income)
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Connect with Grants.gov 
and Additional Resources

Connect with Grants.gov
• Succeed Quarterly Newsletter & Stakeholder Webcast invite
• Grants.gov Updates
• RSS Feeds or email notifications
• Contact Center

– Email: support@grants.gov

– Toll-Free Phone Number: 1-800-518-4726

– Support available Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. ET

Additional Resources
http://grants.gov/applicants/app_help_reso.jsp

• Animated Tutorials
• Brochures (Overview/Registration)
• FAQs
• User Guides

Connect with Grants.gov and Additional Resources
Connect with Grants.gov
• Sign-up for

• Succeed Quarterly Newsletter & Stakeholder Webcast invite
• Grants.gov Updates
• RSS Feeds or email notifications

• Contact Center
• Email: support@grants.gov
• Toll-Free Phone Number: 1-800-518-4726
• Support available Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. ET

Additional Resources include the Applicant Resources Page http://grants.gov/applicants/app_help_reso.jsp
• Animated Tutorials
• Brochures (Overview/Registration)
• FAQs
• User Guides
• Troubleshooting Tips
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Thank you

Please join us for: 

Series 3: Get Registered to Apply for Recovery 
Act Opportunities

Thursday, August 20, 2009
3:00 – 4:00 P.M. ET

THANK YOU
Conclusion
• This concludes today’s “Series 2: Recovery Act Money and You – Finding a Recovery Act Opportunity on Grants.gov” webinar
• On behalf of the Department of Health & Human Services, we would like to thank you for attending
• We hope that you found this session to be informative and beneficial
• As noted earlier, ALL questions posed online during this session will be answered and a consolidated response will be posted 

on the Recovery Webinar page: http://www.grants.gov/applicants/recovery_webinar.jsp
• We will now take your questions. Please note when asking questions; we at Grants.gov are not versed on each opportunity on 

the site. If you have questions regarding a specific opportunity you must contact the Agency PoC listed on each opportunity.

Please Join Us Thursday, August 20, 2009: 

• Series 3: Recovery Act Money and You – Get Registered to Apply for Recovery Act Opportunities (3:00 – 4:00 P.M. ET)


