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JUNE 2003 STAKEHOLDER MEETNG MINUTES

June 25, 2003
Next Meeting

Date: July 30, 2003

Time: 2:00 – 4:00pm

Place: HHS Building

1. Ms. Rebecca Spitzgo convened the meeting at 2:05 pm. She welcomed the audience and discussed several issues before announcing the first speaker. She discussed the Federal Register announcement of the final set of data elements and policy. These announcements can be found on Grants.gov (See http://www.grants.gov/fbo.html for the information). This is open comment time for this policy. She also thanked all the agencies for the great work and contributions being made to the publication of notices on Fedgrants.gov. Currently there are about 550 notices on the website (About 5 to 10 notices per day). Additionally, there is a need for additional help if anyone is interested in being detailed to this project to help manage Fedgrants.gov. Anyone interested should contact Mr. Charles Havekost or Ms. Spitzgo.

2. Vince McCullough, Nothrop Grumman Lead on the System Integrator Contractor, introduced the first speakers: Mr. Greg O’Connell and Mr. Keith MacKenzie from PureEdge PureEdge is the company providing software supporting the downloadable and fillable forms that will be used on Grants.gov. They discussed the background on their company and highlighted the fact that they use a 100% XML, which reduces integration costs and allows for straightforward XML integration with other systems.  The benefits of the PureEdge system were highlighted and can be seen in detailed form in the copy of their presentation posted on the Grants.gov site.

PureEdge then gave a demonstration of the newest version of their product, about to be released. The demonstration allowed the audience to see how PureEdge uses an interview-style wizard to fill in forms, guiding the user in an intuitive manner. Other new features included the auto-population feature, which allows data to be prefilled based on existing information housed in a database, and options to email and print forms. 


Q: How easy and fast is it to make changes and update the current forms?
A: It depends. The bottom line is, it should not take a long time because you don’t need to know XML to make changes.

Q:  Is PureEdge going to be available on the Macintosh and Linux platforms soon? 
A: We hope that over the next nine months to a year, we will be able to serve the Macintosh and Linux users. It is currently supporting both Netscape and Explorer.

Q: If something is for state agencies only, can it be blocked?
A: Yes, we have ability to match DUNS numbers to a particular opportunity. Once we get the information from the Business Partner Network (BPN), it should be possible to control these.  

Q: Will agency specific data elements be ready in October, or only the SF424? 
A: We begin working on core-plus (agency-specific) data elements next week. The SF424 will be available during Version 1 of the Apply Pilot and we hope that a few agencies will have access to core-plus elements during Version 2. 

Q: If I downloaded PureEdge on Monday, should I download the reader again to get the latest version? 

(Question is being answered by Vince McCullough, Systems Integrator for Grants.gov)
A: No, Version 5.1 is fine and will work for the Apply Pilot. We will let you know when you will need to download the Version 6 PureEdge Reader. 


3. Ms. Spitzgo introduced the next speaker, Ms. Katie Root from the Grants.gov PMO. Ms. Root is coordinating outreach efforts for the Program.


Ms. Root started off her discussion by describing how she is coordinating grant community outreach and that a major part of that effort is aided by the efforts of the many stakeholder groups. Any holes seen or issues missed should be brought up with Ms. Root so she can address them: “We want this project to be successful, so your input is very valuable.”

Ms. Root pointed out that the full research reports for the Test of the Edges and the May Focus Groups can be found online later this week.  

Special thanks were extended to Kim Deutsch from the Grants.gov PMO for her role in generating great participation in the Test of the Edges. Participant feedback was favorable and can be reviewed in detail in the Findings Report.

Over 200 stakeholders participated in the two Prototype Walkthrough sessions. Half of those participants completed the feedback form and the responses were favorable. 

There will also be an evaluation for the Apply Pilot. It will be a two-pronged approach - both online satisfaction surveys and focus groups will be used. From these results, Grants.gov will deliver a “lessons learned” document in September. This document will show users how views have been incorporated into the system. Please see Ms. Root’s presentation for more information. After this research update, Ms.Root addressed questions from the audience:


Q: What is CCR’s purpose?
A: The CCR is the Central Contractor Registration system.  GSA currently uses this database to store information about vendors, primarily. Registration is geared toward businesses, but Ms. Sandy Swab is developing documentation on how to apply as a grant applicant.  You must first have a DUNS number to get register with the CCR.

Q:  Is there a mandatory date to register with the CCR?
A: No, but to apply through Grants.gov, you will need it.  Note: The BPN (Business Partner Network) is the parent organization of CCR.  You will only need to register with one or the other. It was also noted that OMB will begin requiring that all grant applicants have a DUNS number and be registered with the CCR.

Q: Can we have some materials to give guidance to our grantees?
A: We have guidance for the pilot. It would be best to get feedback on the pilot before sending this information out. The Apply Pilot site will available 6/30 and the grant community can be directed to this site for guidance.

Q: Can we tell them to get a DUNS number now?
A: Yes, that would be a great idea. They will also need it to register with the CCR. We are building site content and user training/support materials to help them with this process.


4. Ms. Spitzgo then discussed the Apply Pilot. She discussed the two different Versions of the Pilot, occurring June 30 to August 15, 2003.  Version 1 will include applications using core data only, agency profiles and roles, integration with CCR and CFDA, and person-to-person interfaces.    XML won’t be available on Version 1.  In Version 2, participants may use core-plus programs. Version 2 will also include E-Authentication and XML integration, and system-to-system interfaces.

The Grants.gov outreach contractor, IBM, is implementing a range of robust customer support tools through their subcontractor, The Edcomm Group. These tools will include a tutorial, FAQs, Quick Reference, Contextual Help, and online and downloadable User Guides. There will also be two half-day training sessions for grantors on July 1st.  Additionally, new customer support email and phone numbers have been set up and will be live for the apply pilot. (support@grants.gov and 800-518-GRANT).

 Participation in the pilot is high - there are 15 agencies with 21 programs represented in the Apply Pilot, and more than the 100 grant community members. The collaboration partners were very helpful in recruiting the grant community participants.   Please see Ms. Spitzgo’s presentation for more information.

Q: Are there any for-profits involved in the Apply Pilot?
A: Yes, there are two but they are not broken down as a category.

Q: Does the provided number of agency and program participants include Version 2?
A: Yes, that is correct.

5. Ms. Kim Deutsch was the next speaker to present. She discussed the XML schema, the integration toolkit, and workshops.  She reviewed the workshop dates and stressed that this was an IT-related workshop Agencies should send IT representatives or a contractor personnel in their stead.  Please see Ms. Deutsch’s presentation for more information.

Q: How do we get copies of the toolkit?
A: The toolkit will be sent to the agency contacts.

Q: Is there a sign up process for this workshop?
A: Invitations will be sent out by the end of the week. There will be a link in the invitation to sign up.

The meeting concluded with Ms. Spitzgo thanking the audience for their participation.
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